
10/14/2026

1/5

Subject: Planning and Development Services Newsletter: October 2026
From: "City of Tucson" <Tucson@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: 10/14/2026 10:16:01 AM
To: ElGHEKONA@gmail.com
 

Mayor and Council to Review
CODE Tucson ’26 and Living
Landscapes in Study Sessions

Through the Community Ordinances & Development
Enhancements (CODE Tucson ’26) initiative, the Planning
and Development Services Department (PDSD) continues to
work toward modernizing and streamlining several
development-related codes and standards, including the
Unified Development Code, Technical Standards Manual,
Administrative Manual, and related sections of the Tucson
City Code. Community meeting feedback and public surveys
informed the proposed amendments.

In addition to the CODE modernization effort, the Living
Landscapes Phase 1 initiative is also underway. This effort
advances amendments designed to strengthen stormwater
capture, increase tree canopy and shade, and update how
commercial developments capture rainwater.

After a public hearing, the Planning Commission sent its
recommendation, with modifications, to the Mayor and
Council. Each item will now be presented to Mayor and
Council at a Study Session:

CODE Tucson ‘26: Tuesday, October 20, 2026
Living Landscapes Phase 1: Wednesday, November
4, 2026

Boards, Committee, &
Commission Meetings

All public meetings are held
either virtually or in a hybrid
format using Microsoft Teams or
Zoom. Check individual meeting
agendas for instructions on how
to connect or attend meetings
and participate.

Armory Park Historic Zone
Advisory Board

 Tuesday, October 20
 Tuesday, November 17

 6:30 p.m.

Barrio Historico Historic Zone
Advisory Board

 Monday, November 9
 4 p.m.

Board of Adjustment
 No October Meeting Scheduled

Design Review Board
 Friday, October 16

 Friday, November 20
 8:30 a.m.

Fort Lowell Historic Zone
Advisory Board

 

mailto:Tucson@public.govdelivery.com
mailto:ElGHEKONA@gmail.com
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPlanning-Initiatives%2FCODE-Tucson-26/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/r5hrne3slq5Kd46sljdojut0N6JfSOQxokUP1kNAyjY=452
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%2FDesign-Review-Board/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/Pq2NMYmSpN0fKACz40vGqbJUouoS0aWwLyc4Sk1q4Eg=452
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Study Session agenda materials will be posted on the Mayor
and Council website approximately one week before each
meeting.

Shelter Care Code Amendment:
Online Survey Open Through
October 15

PDSD, in collaboration with the Drachman Institute at the
University of Arizona, is seeking community input on updates
to the City’s zoning regulations for shelter care. An online
survey is open through Sunday, October 25, 2026, and you
are encouraged to share your feedback.

On February 3, 2026, the City of Tucson declared a Housing
and Homelessness Emergency to remove zoning and
permitting barriers and expedite the creation of shelter beds.

Under the City’s current Unified Development Code, shelter
care uses are permitted in a limited number of locations and
are subject to requirements that can make it difficult to add
shelter capacity. PDSD is reviewing those regulations to
identify changes that would make it easier to establish shelter
facilities in appropriate locations while maintaining standards
for surrounding neighborhoods.

Thank you to everyone who attended the community
feedback sessions held between September 13 and October
4, 2026. Attendance at the Coalition Space, on Zoom, and at
Park Place Mall helped inform this work. If you could not
attend or want to add to what you shared, you can participate
through the survey.

If you have questions, email Amanda Smith at
Amanda.Smith@tucsonaz.gov. Visit the Housing and
Homelessness Emergency Shelter Care Code Amendment
website for more information.

Monday, November 23
 5:30 p.m.

Outdoor Lighting Code
Committee

 Wednesday, November 4
 1 p.m.

  
Planning Commission

 Wednesday, October 21
 Wednesday, November 11

 Wednesday, November 25
 6 p.m.

Tucson-Pima County
Historical Commission

 Wednesday, October 14
 Wednesday, November 11

 12 p.m.

Tucson-Pima County
Historical Commission Plans
Review Subcommittee

 Thursday, October 22
 Thursday, November 12

 Thursday, November 26
 1 p.m.

Tucson-Pima County Joint
Code Committee

 Wednesday, October 21
 10 a.m.

West University Historic Zone
Advisory Board 

 Tuesday, November 3
 6 p.m.

Zoning Examiner
 Thursday, November 5

 6 p.m.

Metrics & Development
Activity  

Updated daily at 5 a.m. MST, the
Permit Dashboard allows users
to explore permit completion

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.hylandcloud.com%2F221agendaonline/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/9OouWlD00xlYAuJpLMP0Vi2t8xrL8bM8YMiO4nDd3Zc=452
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.hylandcloud.com%2F221agendaonline%2FDocuments%2FViewDocument%2FRESOLUTION%252024067.pdf%3FdocumentType=Minutes%26isSection=false%26itemId=78650%26meetingId=1913%26publishId=190624/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/oKiNf-UDHfkUjYlEOVceFYBbI5qHHfAgZj6DwKOmexU=452
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%252FDepartments%252FPlanning-Development-Services%252FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%252FOutdoor-Lighting-Code-Committee%2F1%2F01010198e738bbd7-5f69a485-7cb7-40bc-ad77-6bbbe4d946f5-000000%2FqupRo7oSIVxC-2QSkn3QXuP8pArmGdBkos4BgPFPEcQ=419/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/hZ5WI0oYoCKGni2qdfa7B6-6usXnSfM2VOGAmkEBEUo=452
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pima.gov%2F2323%2FHistorical-Commission-Tucson-Pima-County/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/lvX7pgxiYRsVtlAw7mutxdPJbVN4o-BDkvnfhsqdeo0=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%2FTPCHC-Plans-Review-Subcommittee/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/Tff_srYqZ5nd9Bk7tUTjcMFqHLFfrEVoiCi0_jSSzcg=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%2FTucson-Pima-County-Joint-Code-Committee/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/vkqFx1kB-1FBm42xbx3IBKz2CM2f0Vg6bBt0glLuvPA=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%2FWest-University-Historic-Zone-Advisory-Board/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/YkFhU3pG91Ph8g9iEZGEnCBnN4O17Gft4nw3XukRg30=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FPublic-Meetings-Boards-Committees-Commissions%2FZoning-Examiner/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/Aj2wNBv5J2trF2C5GEfhuov_m2Gquvn-BlkX2fddYPU=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FDevelopment-Tools-Resources%2FPermit-Dashboard/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/85jKt-Lv6VOYG18ujE8c1QSmFj_HhDmciczaV0LpB58=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services%2FDevelopment-Tools-Resources%2FPermit-Dashboard/2/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/SIQi-GOPhJL6L8u7pT9xll_ogppvKrljLv_XpuH4aHA=452
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Help Choose New Middle Housing
Designs for Tucson: People’s
Choice Survey Closes October 22

PDSD invites community members to select their preferred
middle housing designs through the People’s Choice Survey
as part of the Middle Housing Design Competition.
Community members can review the submitted designs and
choose their top three by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October
22, 2026. 50 designs were submitted, and public input will
help shape which ones move forward. 

Survey results, along with a review by a selection committee
of architects and design professionals, will determine the 15
designs selected to receive a $1,000 award, funded by
AARP. Selected designs that are submitted for permitting as
model plans will also have building review fees waived.
Selected designs will join the City's existing Casita Model
Plan Library, which will grow into a residential infill library with
pre-approved options for Accessory Dwelling Units and
middle housing, making it faster and easier for property
owners to build housing.

PDSD and the American Institute of Architects (AIA)
Southern Arizona have partnered to host the competition. 

WHAT IS MIDDLE HOUSING?

Middle housing refers to smaller-scale residential building
types that fall in size between single-family homes and large
apartment complexes. Examples include duplexes, triplexes,
fourplexes, townhomes, and cottage courts. Mayor and
Council voted 6-1 on December 16, 2025, to allow middle
housing on most residential lots in Tucson, effective January
1, 2026, giving Tucsonans more housing options across life
stages and income levels. Design costs can be a barrier to
building, and this competition aims to create a catalog of pre-
approved plans that reduces both the cost and complexity of
adding housing.

times, permit turnaround times,
permits issued turnaround times,
permits issued per category, etc.

You can also review the latest
development activity in the
City of Tucson for the month of
September. Last month,
Planning and Development
Services issued 863 building
permits.

Contact Planning and
Development Services

Tucson Development Center
 pdsdinquiries@tucsonaz.gov

 520-791-5550

Building Safety
 building_official@tucsonaz.gov

Development Packages
 or Pre-Applications

 CDRC@tucsonaz.gov
 

Entitlements/Rezoning
 tucsonrezoning@tucsonaz.gov

 
Historic
PDSDhistoric@tucsonaz.gov 

Inspections
 PDSDclearances@tucsonaz.gov

 
Media Inquiries

 pdsdcommunications@
 tucsonaz.gov

Neighborhood Associations
neighborhood@tucsonaz.gov

Signs
 PDSD_SignPermits@

 tucsonaz.gov

Zoning
 zone1.desk@tucsonaz.gov

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmiddle-housing-cotgis.hub.arcgis.com%2Fpages%2Fmiddle-housing-design-competition-voting/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/-yDxBquWW_C60oBHHSK_fSEEew5xYbEgE6p5Ar7ZKhs=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fl2rx20Rtmew%3Ft=31960%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/M6bGlyQBDsudick8w0VoyRqsGfETcFovBuymCg2ORWc=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%252FDepartments%252FPlanning-Development-Services%252FDevelopment-Tools-Resources%252FDevelopment-Activity-Reports%253Ftransfer=9fbe5840-eaac-4952-b180-e62096f6a057%2F1%2F01010198e2c0e5b1-83509100-3975-446c-abfb-f6666d5448af-000000%2FlaGpTGKlI8VGAd1mIayFG8kUtvus3dnUOIX8Ay7ljkc=419/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/YqPpcgAx87Ec893WRPbRp1I8tfGSS08HPHmbqgv3K5k=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2Ffiles%2Fsharedassets%2Fpublic%2Fv%2F1%2Fpdsd%2Fdocuments%2Fmonthly-activity%2F2026%2Fconstructionsummary_sep2026.pdf/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/6y1GKsdkcs0QpfszJq0PzH0G5uuNW6qYnmnWO6D2SRI=452
mailto:pdsdinquiries@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:Building_official@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:CDRC@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:rezoning@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:PDSDhistoric@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:PDSDclearances@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:pdsdcommunications@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:neighborhood@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:PDSD_SignPermits@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:zone1.desk@tucsonaz.gov
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For more information about middle housing and the design
competition, visit middlehousing.tucsonaz.gov or email
MHDesign@tucsonaz.gov.

Build Your Career With Planning &
Development Services

The City of Tucson’s Planning and
Development Services Department is
continually growing and looking for
passionate professionals to join our
customer-focused team in shaping
Tucson’s future.

Customer Service Representative (Closes 10/18)
 This position delivers exceptional customer service by phone

and through the department’s email inquiry system. This
position supports the permit counter and permit application
process and addresses inquiries, including public record
requests.

Planner I (Closes 11/1)
 The position assists with a variety of land use planning or

historic preservation projects. This position reviews proposed
development projects for compliance with local codes and
standards, area plans, and policies. 

Principal Planner (Closes 10/18)
 This position leads community planning, land use, and code

development initiatives. This position develops and
implements amendments to the Unified Development Code,
land use plans, and related policies; researches best
practices; develops regulatory and policy recommendations;
and presents them to the public, boards and commissions,
and the Mayor and Council.

Technology Systems and Business Analyst
 (Closes 10/18)

 This position manages and supports the department’s
technology needs. This position serves as a subject matter
expert, assessing business and operational needs and
identifying technology solutions that improve service delivery,
efficiency, data management, and customer experience.

Explore all open positions, learn about City of Tucson
benefits, and apply to join a team dedicated to making a
difference. Visit the City of Tucson job listings page to review
current opportunities within Planning and Development
Services and across the City.

Planning and Development Services

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fmiddle-housing-cotgis.hub.arcgis.com%252F%253Futm_medium=email%2526utm_source=govdelivery%2F1%2F010101a06889fefa-f1c63a13-ebce-4cc3-9f04-93bc7f4c83eb-000000%2Ffvl_-YFQ6ysnSCB_6MSH-4sPc8flxsge8ehQ6luQXhk=452/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/sJ7dVnUSEvSaduqXjqpIOfy_P2fKoW5FyE0NbcT5hsk=452
mailto:MHDesign@tucsonaz.gov?subject=MH%20Design%20Competition
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fdetails%2FCustomer-Service-Representative_JR-1003528/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/AQDzoyGoDkxrwnevVsFAqKsGTS_eFTND_Q41opU6vyc=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fjob%2FPublic-Works-Building%2FPlanner-I_JR-1003535%3Fq=Planner/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/y4TRwUlkSCtEUYx6K_pGfOrsnzZCprTZCtMJg4ECN2E=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fdetails%2FPrincipal-Planner_JR-1003511/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/01UyBl1EyLSiHF5DINv9paqGCBFgxKO6FLITyAnMHRc=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fdetails%2FCustomer-Service-Representative_JR-1003528/2/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/d1iSZcv1Y25B8S2vQaSOKcQz0Ybp6ta1lJhp6zROTX0=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fdetails%2FTechnology-Systems-and-Business-Analyst_JR-1003508/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/5SG8ImD-CW_tUM3TpjKE3HNTNG4E0XHA7RuiEKoC9Xk=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FTucson_Talent%2Fdetails%2FCustomer-Service-Representative_JR-1003528/3/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/EcyvXnW0kEJxmM82vbFvpacOZVG-ynX7ph03_QKIX74=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Ftucsonaz.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%252FTucson_Talent%2F1%2F01010198e2c0e5b1-83509100-3975-446c-abfb-f6666d5448af-000000%2FPfNRUzsMIRNt7usXgiYSjt_vxn-1dqBj5nck0-1vd2Y=419/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/fW-Nvpetv2Hgol7xxUWmfIcFkM0tkaxbo2alX6sOR3Y=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.tucsonaz.gov%2FDepartments%2FPlanning-Development-Services/1/010101a13b69f0d9-2f033c09-8fab-4c0b-a627-65a3e7d11095-000000/Df6m0Gcyj5xZ9Kynu4GT3hAO-ZNpf2_qROarPA1kj2g=452
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This email was sent to ElGHEKONA@gmail.com using Granicus Communications Cloud on behalf of: City of Tucson · 255 W.
Alameda · Tucson, AZ 85701

Planning and Development Services is a department of the City of Tucson

   

Planning and Development Services
  

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
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